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In that direction, through the famous interview at
Bjorkoe, has since been fully revealed, as will be re-
counted in the next chapter, in which I will also explain
how the Kaiser's plan was thwarted by the intervention
of Count Lamsdorff. At the moment of which I am
speaking, the German Emperor had not lost hope of
holding the Czar to the Bjorkoe agreement, but the
publication of Count LamsdoriFs dispatch furnished
him with a tangible proof that his plans were definitely
upset, and he straightway conceived for Emperor Nicholas
a hatred that he managed to conceal for some years,
but which burst all bounds when he finally decided to
throw off his mask in the month of August, 1914.
This incident of the dispatch of Count Lamsdorff
had a curious epilogue at Berlin. Prince von Biilow,
on being interpellated concerning the subject by Bebel
in the Reichstag, rose to reply, when he was seized with
a fainting-fit. Although his health was re-established,
he remained in private life for some time after. It is
certain that his reply, if it had not been suddenly inter-
rupted, would have revealed to the public the radical
change that had taken place in the Russo-German
relations, a change which, at that time, was not fully
comprehended except by those conversant with all the
facts.
It was during my visit to Paris and London that I
learned the first results of the elections for the Douma.
These results proved clearly that the Cadets were about
to win a crushing victory, not only over the reactionaries,
but over the Octobrists as well. The supremacy of the
Cadets was due, principally, to their superior organiza-
tion, but the Government, or, rather, M. Dournovo,
had contributed to their success by a policy of blind and
brutal repression that had exasperated the more moder-